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that it could then use to help with recruitment in
Muslim homelands. But what it had not appreciated
was that Muslim petrodollars still needed a home.
That has, to a large extent, been Asia.

To put that flow into perspective; a report last year
by the Congressional Research Service in the US
revealed that Middle Eastern money accounted for
less than 1% of US$1.5trn of foreign direct investment
in the US — somewhere behind that of Holland. On
the other hand M&A activity alone from the Middle
East toward Asia has increased from US$316m in 2001
to US$5.24bn for the first 10 months of this year, '
according to Thomson Financial.

That cashflow is leading precisely to the wealth
creation that is the strongest weapon in the fight
against terrorism. As Segal said: “Where al Qaeda
create instability we need to create prosperity.”







